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British inventor helping to produce vast sums of money,
all of which found its way into some foreigner's pocket.
To divert all, or at least some, of that money into the
pockets of British workmen and British employers seemed
to him to be just plain common sense.
A third resounding triumph fell to the lot of the President
of the Board of Trade early in November, 1907. Relations
between the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants,
and the great railway companies, were becoming very
strained* The employers had not yet learned to respect
the power of the men; and their attitude was dictatorial
and unyielding* Wages and hours were in dispute at the
moment* Tempers were rising on both sides; and it
looked as if masters and men were equally spoiling for a
fight* It would seem almost incredible (but we have it on
the authority of Mr. J* H. Thomas himself) that a dossier
was kept at Paddington, containing the name of every man
in the employment of the Great Western Railway, with
comments, depreciating or laudatory, according to whether
he was a docile servant or a bit of a rebel* Opposite
Thomas's own name was written: " Thomas is a young
agitator of whom no notice need be taken/* Even more
astounding is it to learn that, in conferences between the
directors and the men, the latter were compelled to wear
their workaday clothes, as their Sunday-best garments
would have seemed too much like an assertion of equality!
When a deadlock had been reached, both sides turned to
the President of the Board of Trade* He, for his part,
had been watching the course of the dispute most careftdly,
making himself fully acquainted with the case of the two
sides. His sympathies were with the men; and he had no
patience at all with the bullying " take it or leaire it"
attitude of the employers* Before a ballot had been
taken among the employees, he invited representatives of